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Herein Is Love 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 

“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins’’ (1 John 4:10). 
EREIN is love: the just for the un- 

just, 

The sinless for the sinning—crucified. 
When earth’s emotions crumble into 


dust, 
Herein is love: that Jesus should have 
died 
For such as we. This is the love that 
goes 


Beyond the reach of words. When 
all things fail, 
And man has lost the little that he 
knows, 
Herein is love, that stoops and rends 
the veil. 


How little are life’s loyalties, compared 
To love like His! The measure of 
His grace 


~Transcends our thinking. That He 


should have cared 
Enough to come and take the sinner’s 
place, 
To lift the fallen, set the captive free, 
Is wonder now—and for eternity. 
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Life’s Escalator 


Ups and downs are an essential part 
of this earthly life. They come to the 
Christian and the non-Christian alike, 
though those who really know God 
through Jesus Christ are better able to 


bear them. When they are up they 
realize they have no occasion for pride, 
for all their blessings come from God; 
when they are down they know they 
can look to Him as their Heavenly 
Father to comfort, strengthen, and bring 
them through. They have the Word of 
God which, like a spring of pure, cold 
water, quenches their thirsty souls and 
revives their tired spirits. There was 
a whimsical, yet helpful, thought in a 
recent letter from Dr. Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, director of The Great Commis- 
sion Prayer League and the beloved 
writer of “For Family Worship” in Tue 
Sunpay Scuoot Times. Not long ago 
his wife was taken Home to Heaven 
and then he himself was seriously ill, 
thinking that he might soon follow her. 
But the Lord saw fit to restore him and 
allow him to be back at his home in 
Wheaton and at his desk in the League 
office in one of the buildings of the 
Moody Bible Institute. From there he 
wrote of some minor trials, but which 


are nevertheless very real, as every 
businessman knows. “My assistant is 
far off on vacation,” he said. “My sec- 


retary .is out of the office temporarily, 
and I am some handicapped. But 
whether our escalator goes up or down, 
it is all in the day’s business for God. 
There is as much importance to the de- 
scent as to the ascent in life’s experi- 
ences.” That is something that Chris- 
tians often forget: that there are times 


x 


when we need to go down, to be hum- 
bled and to learn more fully what it 
means to walk by faith and not by 
sight. Dr. Wadsworth’s quaint illustra- 
tion, taken from modern life, recalls, 
one of the vivid pen pictures of’ one 
of his favorite writers, John Bunyan. 
Describing the Valley of Humiliation, 
in “The Pilgrim’s Progress,” Bunyan 
wrote: “It is the best and most fruitful 
piece of ground in all these parts. 

I have known many laboring men that 
have got good estates in this Valley of 
Humiliation; for God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble 
(Jas. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5). Indeed it is a 
very fruitful soil, and doth bring forth 
by handfuls." Some also have wished 
that the next way to their Father's 
house were here, that they might be 
troubled no more with either hills or 
mountains to go over; but the way is 
the way, and there is an end. Now as 
they were going along and talking, they 
espied a boy feeding his father’s sheep. 
The boy was in very mean clothes, but 
of a fresh and well-favored counte- 
nance; and as he sat by himself, he sung. 
Hark, said Mr. Great-Heart, to what 
the .shepherd’s boy saith. So they 
hearkened and he said: 


He that is down, needs fear no fall; 
He that is low, no pride: 

He that is humble ever shall 
Have God to be his guide.” 
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The Alcoholic Decline of a Nation 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


HERE are those who think the 
movement against alcohol is 
“kleinkram,” as the German So- 
cialist leader, August Bebel, once called 
it—“small business.” That’s because they 
do not know. Really it can become a 
matter of national life or death, and is 
so in present-day France. It may some 
day become sé in these United States 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the Lord God will help 
me; therefore shall I not be con- 
founded: therefore have I set my 
face like a flint, and I know that 
I shall not be ashamed” (Isa. 50:7). 














unless responsible leaders in medicine 
and in university and public life do not 
soon move. 

That France is sick is obvious. The 
symptoms of its sickness are not under- 
stood in America, thanks to the alcohol- 
controlled press. But the documents 
in French are abundant and convincing. 

Thus, Curiaux of Neuch&atel presented 
this picture (Oct. 11, 1954): 

“In each of the little Norman villages 
of a thousand inhabitants there are, on 
the average, more than two hundred 
home distillers and, according to law, 
each one, on his declaration alone, has 
the right of distilling ten liters of 100 
per cent alcohol for personal use, the 
rest to be declared for taxation. 

“The mayor, his assistants, the town 
councilors and the representative in 
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Parliament are, one and all, large dis- 
tillers. In fact, scarce any save the 
police, the postman, and the internal 
revenue employees are not. Peasants, 
who own family stills, distill their alco- 
hol themselves. Legally, and it was 
actually so formerly, they are obliged 
to inform the tax control ofthe day of 
distillation. This is no longer done, nor 
has it been done for a long time. They 
declare as much as they- care to, the 
smallest amount possible. 

“The others, the large operators, use 
the municipal still which goes from vil- 
lage to village. The mayor gives legal 
notice to his administrators as to the day 
on which the still will be on the market 
square. Each brings his cider for dis- 
tillation into brandy. The tax- control- 
lers should be present to determine the 
quantity of spirits coming to each 
home distiller—theoretically so. Actu- 
ally, things are quite different. 

“On the day determined, the still is 
on the town square. Suddenly the 
church or school bell sounds. Ten to 
twenty men armed with rifles, come out 
of their homes and take positions 
around the still.. All day long, while it 
operates, they do sentry duty. The rev- 
enue officers dare not show their faces. 
Too well they know what to expect if 
they do. In some places, where they 
have attempted to enforce the law, they 
have been fired on and have been 
wounded. The police, for their part, 
keep away on the rural beats. So the 
home distillers bring their raw product 
and return home with the distilled. 
The whole village is an accomplice. 
Everyone declares what suits him and 
the administration is powerless. 

“This is the state of things in hun- 
dreds, nay, in thousands, of French 
municipalities. 

“‘We have reached the point,’ says 
a high functionary of the Treasury, 
‘where the “occult” beverage alcohol is 
double that of the legal.’ 

“Where do these 600,000 hectoliters of 
alcohol go? They feed the vast clan- 
destine traffic, so vast as to be hardly 
imaginable and extending all over the 
land. The home distillers retain only a 
small part.” The rest, in spite of control 
on the roads, is passed on to towns and 
cities, even to Paris, and that through- 
out the year. It is sold to saloonkeepers 
and private persons. The fraud is very 
profitable. In addition there is a great 
network of professional fraudulent col- 
lectors, emerging no one knows whence, 
who ‘sound out’ the farms. They buy 
alcohol at 350 francs a liter instead of 
the state price, which is 775 francs; pay 
cash, and assume all the risks of trans- 
portation. 

“This is the frightful sore that the 
government is attacking. 

“What is the crux of the situation? It 
is electoral. There are 3,650,000 home 


distillers and their families. Then there 
are 643,866 saloonkeepers (twice the 
number of schoolteachers), one for 


every ninety persons in France, and 
lastly more than 8 million persons, ac- 
cording to Deputy Barthe,.who live on 
the alcohol industries. This represents 
a formidable voting bloc, not to say a 
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majority of voters. Can one, then, be 
surprised that all effort to check the 
ravages of alcohol fails—always? 

“The Academy of Medicine speaks. 
It tells us that the number of home dis- 
tillers, which was 90,000 in 1879, passed 
to 1,100,000 in 1918, to 3,300,000 in 1947, 
and 
will be 4 or 5 million and it will be im- 








The Life Story of Jim Elliot 


ARLY in September Harper & 

Brothers, New York, will publish 
the new book, “Shadow of the Almighty 
—The Life and Testament of Jim Elliot,” 
by his widow, Elisabeth Elliot. She is 
the author of “Through Gates of Splen- 
dor,” the story of the massacre of the 
five missionaries by the Aucas on Jan- 
uary 8, 1956, in Ecuador. At the end of 
May the Harper sales of this book to- 
taled 99,254, not including 30,000 copies 
taken by book clubs or the overseas 
distribution in the British edition and 
in the Dutch, Swedish, and Norwegian 
editions. Translations into other lan- 
guages are under way. 

In “Shadow of the Almighty,” Betty 
Elliot tells the life story of her husband, 
from his boyhood days in Portland, 
Oreg., until he laid down his life with 
the four other men on the Curaray 
River. Jim was a gifted writer and 
Betty quotes largely from his diaries 
which he kept in high school, college, 
and in South America. 

THe Sunpay Scuoot Times will pub- 
lish in early autumn three chapters 
from the new book, beginning with the 
first, which gives a vivid picture of the 
happy, normal Christian life in the 
Elliot home. This will be of interest to 
all Christian parents as they read how 
Jim was trained by his godly mother 
and father. Further announcement will 
be made of the exact dates of the issues 
containing this unique short series, 


which Trwes readers will not want to 
miss ‘and will want to make known, in 
advance, to their friends. 


Jim Elliot 


is today 3,650,000. Tomorrow it. 
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possible to stop the alcohol hemorrhage, 
the ‘more so since 92 per cent of the 
stills operating do so without public 
control. 

“Alcohol costs national production a 
seventh of the budget, an annual loss of 
400- billion francs. The total French in- 
come spent for alcohol amounts to 675 
billion francs yearly. 

“According to official statistics the 
number of alcoholics in 1945 was 1,420 
in a hundred thousand; by December, 
1952, this number had risen to 4,260 or 
an alcoholic to every 25 adults!” 

The writer then goes on to quote a 
document that he calls “one of the most 
terrible of our time.” 

What is it? 

A report that fills twenty-five finely 
printed pages of the Journal Officiel de 
la République Francaise (Jan. 30, 1954). 
It was presented to the Economic Coun- 
cil of the Frénch Government by Dr. 


(Continued on page 601) 








Notes on Open Letters 





When Justice and Mercy Met 


I notice in the lesson for July 6, the 
writer says, in “The Heart of the 
Lesson,” “Justice and mercy met at 
Calvary.” My belief is that Dr. 
Woodbridge would have been nearer 
to the truth had he said, “Injustice 
and judgment met at Calvary.”— 
Virginia reader. 


When Dr. Woodbridge wrote, “Justice 
and mercy met at Calvary” (middle 
column, page 467, in THE SunpAY SCHOOL 
Times for July 21), he meant God's 
justice and mercy. That is not at all 
an uncommon statement among Bible 
expositors, and it is based on Psalm 
85:10, “Mercy and truth are met to- 
gether; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other.” The point is 
that if God exercised only His justice, 
He would have to kill the sinner; but 
in mercy He sent His Son (John 3: 
16), who took our place and died for 
us; and therefore God is able right- 
eously to forgive ouf sin, since the pen- 
alty has been paid. Two verses that 
give further light on the wonderful 
plan of salvation and the righteousness 
of God’s forgiveness are these: “But 
God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8); “Whom 


God hath set forth to be a propitiation~ 


through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the for- 
bearance of God; to declare, I. say, at 
this time his righteousness: that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him 
which believeth in Jesus” (Rom. 3:25, 
26). 

God did not wait until we made our- 
selves righteous—which would have 
been impossible—but sent His Son to 
die for us while we were still sinners. 
Since Christ gave His life in the place 
of sinners, God is free to forgive the 
sinner, for the penalty has been paid. 
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Man's Cults and God's Gospel 


Two tests to distinguish between them 


her car and came to our door. We 
lived about five miles from town 
and she was the only person who ever 
came that far with religious literature. 

“We are distributing this message to 
every home in the United States and 
we would like to give you a copy,” she 
began. At a glance I saw that the lit- 
erature was from Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
the most persistent door-to-door reli- 
gious workers in the United States. 

Knowing the dishonor they do to the 
person of Christ, I bluntly replied, “No, 
thank you, I do not want the literature!” 
Seeing that I was not in a mood to dis- 
cuss the matter she departed. 

“Why didn’t you talk to her?” my 
wife inquired. “You were probably 
better qualified to show her the truth 
than anyone else she will ever meet.” 
I had never thought of it that way. 
Since then I have had an opportunity 
to set several of them thinking. 

A number of false doctrines are being 
circulated through literature and vis- 
itation. The Mormons have a very 
active visitation-program. The Seventh 
Day Adventists use this method of dis- 
seminating their teachings. The Roman 
Catholics are canvassing some commu- 
nities, too. In San Diego, Calif., they 
reported 90,000 visits. In Oklahoma 
they staged “Operation Understanding,” 
in which they visited thousands of 
homes over the state, inviting everyone 
to visit their, churches for open house. 

How are people going to prepare 
themselves for such a variety of attacks 
on the true faith? Who can keep posted 
on all of the false doctrines abroad to- 
day? 


\ NEATLY dressed lady got out of 


Not All Have This Opportunity 

Everyone cannot resort to the expe- 
dient that one lady adopted. My phone 
Trang and the voice at the other end of 
the line said, “What was that verse you 
used Sunday night to show that Christ 
is God?” “Hebrews 1:8 must be the 
text you wanted,” I replied. “It says, 
‘But unto the Son ‘he saith, Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever.’” “Thank 
you,” the inquirer replied and hung up. 

Soon the phone rang again, “What is 
another verse proving the deity of 
Christ?” the same voice asked. “John 
20:28 makes it’ very clear. Thomas 
spoke to Jesus and said, ‘My Lord and 
my God.’” .By this time my curiosity 
Was aroused. “Are you talking to a 
Jehovah’s Witness,” I asked, “and call- 
ing me for the texts?” “Yes, I am,” she 
answered and hung up again. 

The next phone call led to Acts 1:8 


which emphasizes the commission to be 


witnesses for the Lord Jesus. They 
Claim to be witnesses for Jehovah, why 
not for Jesus? 

Later I talked with the lady who had 





Is it necessary to study deeply into 
the teachings of the many false cults 
that are abroad today, in order to be 
able to answer them and not be 4le- 
ceived? Mr. Price thinks not and 
shows in this article how any intelli- 
gent believer, with the aid of certain 
Bible passages, can expose false sys- 
tems. He names two basic doctrines 
of the faith by which they.can be 
measured. As many Times readers 
now know, Mr. Price is the Oklahoma 
director of the Bible Lovers League. 








called. The Jehovah’s Witness had left 
her home with the remark, “I came to 
convince you but I am afraid that you 
have almost persuaded me.” This de- 
luded servant of a false cult may never 
have another witness that clear. Very 
few false religionists would wait, how- 
ever, while you call for information or 
thumb through a book looking for an 
answer. 

You can be prepared to answer every 
cult if you have a clear grasp of your 
own faith. You need not know the 
error. Just be ready to measure every 
“gospel” by the true standard of Scrip- 
ture. Of coursé, it would be valuable 
to know the whole course of Bible 
truth, but most Christians are not that 
well prepared. 


Two Lines of Revealing Truth 

This article will briefly outline two 
lines of truth that will reveal the error 
of nearly every false system of religion. 
Master the teaching of Scripture on 
these two points and you will have in 
hand a ready rule by which you may 
test every cult that comes your way. 
First, know the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Second, grasp the 
essence of the Gospel. 

I am not saying that everyone who 
gives a good confession on these two 
points can be trusted as a true servant 
of the Lord. However, all false teach- 
ing is apt to be in error on one or both 
of these issues. 

I have already mentioned two im- 
portant texts on the deity of Christ 
(Heb. 1:8; John 20:28). A number of 
cults deny this essential truth; but they 
frequently give deceptive answers when 
questioned. Some will admit that He 
is God, “but so are we all.” He was a 
son of God, “just as all men are.” This 
is an evasion and a ‘subtle denial of the 
honor due Christ. Keep in mind that 
He is the “only begotten Son” (John 
1:14; 3:16).. Adam was a son of God by 
creation (Luke 3:38). We are sons of 
God by redemption (John 1:12, 13). 
Only Christ is the Son of God by eternal 
generation. His sonship had no begin- 
ning or ending. He is equal with the 
Father and the Spirit, being linked with 
them in the baptismal formula (Matt. 





By OLIVER W. PRICE, Th.M. 


28:18-20). He accepted worship (John 
9:38), and every knee will bow to Him 
(Phil. 2:10). He is God; we are not. 
Paul and the angels refused worship 
because that is reserved for God alone 
(Acts 14: 12-18; Rev. 19:10). 

Now we come to the second matter, 
the essence of the Gospel. There are 
those who admit the deity of Christ who 
fall short when measured by the true 
Gospel; Roman Catholicism, for exam- 
ple. There are only two religions in the 
world, the true and the false. The true 
faith says we are saved by that which 
Christ has done for us. All false re- 
ligion, including false forms of Chris- 
tianity, hold that we are saved by what 
we do for God. 

- You may use this test as I did. Visit- 
ing the library recently I found a mag- 
azine I had never seen before. Scan- 
ning its pages I noted an emphasis on 
the second coming of Christ and some 
other questions. I found nothing wrong 
with this, but I wanted a decisive dec- 
laration concerning the saving grace of 
God. Soon I found listed an article on 
“What Must I Do To Be Saved?” I 
turned quickly to this subject for the 
key to the magazine’s position. Quot- 
ing Acts 16:31 it said that many believe 
you are saved simply by believing on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, but actually this 
verse meant the acceptance of and obe- 
dience to all of. Jesus’ teachings. So 
the writer reasoned that our salvation 
is based on keeping the commandments 
and precepts taught by our Lord. This 
makes Him a prophet but not a Saviour. 
This slights His death. Why did He die 
for guilty sinners? 

Another paper came to my home for 
a while. One issue carried an article on 
“The Mark of a Christian” and, quoting 
the Old Testament, made the keeping of 
the Sabbath the mark by which we may 
identify a true child of God. All false 
religion plays a variation on one theme: 
salvation by your works. Some add 
works to faith, but all make our own 
achievements the basis for our final ac- 
ceptance with God. True salvation is 
“obtained” not “attained” (1 Thess. 5:9). 


How To Tell Where a Man Stands 


When you want to know where a man 
stands the best question to ask is this, 
“What are you counting on to get to 
Heaven?” When you look at religious 
literature seek the answer to this deci- 
sive question. One of the old hymns of 
the church is thoroughly Scriptural 
when it says: 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 


I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 


On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer used to say: 
“The Gospel is good news to be bé- 





600 (4) 


lieved, not good advice to be followed. 
When you preach, if you do not give the 
people something to be believed you 
have not preached the Gospel.” 

In 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4 we have a key 
passage that summarizes the Gospel. 
““For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; and that he was buried, and 
that he rose again the third day accord- 
ing to the scriptures.” Note the em- 
phasis on what Christ did for us, and 
there is not one phrase about what we 
do for Him. The two verses before this 
text make it clear that this is the Gospel 
that Paul preached, “which also ye have 
received, and wherein ye stand; by 
which also ye are saved.” Plainly we 
have here the Gospel by which men are 
saved and it is the good news of what 
Christ accomplished for us. 

A Gospel that depends on man’s effort 
is like the healing waters mentioned in 
John 5. The guilty sinner is too weak 
to avail himself of it (Rom. 5:6). 

To come to the heart of the matter, 
false religions and cults are unanimous 
in their ignorance of “the gift of right- 
eousness” (Rom. 5:17). They know 
nothing of the obedience of one man 
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which makes many righteous (Rom. 5: 
19). They insist on one’s own obedi- 
ence as the ground of righteousness. 

Never forget that in the same manner 
in which God laid the sin of the world 
on Christ at the cross, He also clothes 
the believer with the righteousness of 
Christ. His righteousness became ours 
even as our sins became His. “For he 
hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5: 
21). 

The Bible warns against casting your 
pearls before swine. It is not safe to 
engage in prolonged discussions with 
false cultists. They will plant doubts 
in your mind that may require skilled 
help to overcome. We need not feel ob- 
ligated to talk to one who is determined 
to reject the truth until we have con- 
vinced him. We should, however, be 
prepared to give a pointed witness, 
watching especially for the occasional 
cultist who may be open to the truth. 
If you jot these texts and the gist of this 
article on a card and commit it to mem- 
ory you will have a ready testimony 
awaiting the next cultist who knocks at 
your door. 


OKLAHOMA City, OKLA. 


~The Sky Canoe Brings Yuol Back 


An unusual missionary letter from a United Presbyterian 
missionary in the Sudan 


66 HARTOUM, KHARTOUM. This 

is Cessna Four Zero Bravo. 
Nasir in sight. Landing in ten minutes. 
Over.” 

And in ten minutes the silver Cessna 
180 was down on the black airstrip on a 
mission station in the Sudan’s Nuer 
country. 

Who was on board? Somebody from 
the government’s personnel? A visitor 
from back in the States? A missionary 
needing medical attention or going out 
on furlough? No. No such people of 
prominence or import were aboard that 
day, but instead, as Pilot Betty Greene 
opened the door, there behind her one 
could see an old man, black as the soil 
underfoot, clad in a white cloth, sitting 
very still. He seemed not to notice the 
fact that he was on the earth again, 
even as he hadn’t seemed to realize he’d 
been in the air. Nor was it that he was 
used to this type of travel, for old Yuol 
had never traveled this way before. It 
was his first time in an airplane; in fact, 
he had seldom ridden in a car before. 

But Yuol was ill and had been for 
some years. His trouble was TB, the 
great enemy of the Nilotic people. Six 
months before, he had left the mission 
station a fairly strong man, having been 
treated for a year with some of the 
wonder drugs. He had left early one 


morning in a dugout canoe prepared to 
waik seven days or more to reach his 
country at the end of his river journey. 


By ELEANOR VANDEVORT 


His heart was happy that day: he was 
going home! But that was not all, Yuol 
was going home with Jesus Christ. The 
last words we heard as we stood there 
on the bank waving good-by were, 
“He’s my husband!” A reality very 
sweet and earnestly believed by this 
man from the bush, for he had no ques- 
tionings in his heart that day concern- 
ing the nearness or the love of the Lord 
Jesus Christ for him. 

We who remained at the station 
heard reports of how the old man 
reached his village, and how he carried 
out his desire to tell his family of the 
Truth by calling them together to speak 
and to pray with them. 

He prayed before he left Nasir: “God 
of Heaven, Father of Jesus, protect me 
from the father of evil when I get home. 
You know the temptations and the 
power of the customs of the people. 
Oh, protect me.” 

It was in early December that the 
word reached us of his weakened phys- 
ical condition. “He won't live long,” 
the messenger said; “he can never reach 
Nasir by foot again. He is dying. The 
disease of before has come again.” 

But that was not all the message. We 
listened eagerly as the man went on to 
say that Yuol had sacrificed a cow to 
please the family. A son had died. His 
own body was dying. That’s all the 
family needed. “Appease god and live, 
or let us live,” was the pressured plea 
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they made incessantly. It was too 
much for him. Utterly alone in his 
faith he succumbed to their pleadings 
and the cow was killed. ~ 

It sounded to us like a brother in 
trouble and our first thought was: “Go 
to him as quickly as possible and en- 
courage him in the Lord Jesus. He may 
not have long to live.” The Devil was 
not going to beguile this lone sheep of 
the Lord’s in this way and get away 
with it. Had he not “laid a snare for 
our feet” many times and had not one 
of God’s own children comforted and 
prayed with us until our hearts were 
renewed? This we must do for Yuol. 

There’s only one way to “go quickly” 
in this part of the Sudan and that’s by 
calling on MAF [Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship]. This we did, and within 
three days we had flown with Ernie 
Krenzin to the airstrip closest to Yuol’s 
village. From there we set out by jeep 
and were led across the trackless plain 
by a young Nuer familiar’ with the 
country. We found Yuol on his way 
with the men and boys taking the cattle 
to the cattle camp. No doubt his last 
journey. One lone tree in a sea of end- 
less tall, dead grass marked the spot 
where we met together ’neath a broiling 
sun. There was joy for all of us and 
apprehension for Yuol as we told him 
we'd come to find him, to talk with him, 
and, if he agreed, to take him back with 
us to Nasir. 

He sat himself down within the par- 
allel lines of the shadow of that one tree 
trunk and told us his story. The Nuer 
believer who had come with us listened 
intently and proceeded to encourage the 
old man in the love of God. How ample 
that love proved itself to be, and our 
hearts were assured in that desert place 
of the oasis God provides for the sinner 
out of the marvelous grace of Calvary. 
Yuol hadn’t left the Lord Jesus. His 
love for Him was very obvious as he 
spoke of Him. But he was a man, who, 
under pressure of society and in a 
weakened condition, had been deceived 
by that old serpent, the Devil. 

“Do you want to go back to Nasir, 
Yuol?” we asked shortly. 

“Ah, the trip would kill me,” he said. 

“But there’s the sky canoe coming to 
take you back tomorrow.” 

With that he agreed to the journey 
and without much more ado we were 
jogging our way back across the rugged 
terrain to the place, where, in the morn- 
ing, the plane would come to take us to 
Nasir. 

And so in exactly one month’s time, 
on a day marked the year before by 
Yuol’s baptism, old Yuol went to be 
with his Saviour. Was it amiss that 
we had gone to find him? I dare say it 
was not, for his testimony, as he died, 
to those with whom he had ministered 
at Nasir during the year before was: “I 
am not dying, only this body is. I am 
going to Jesus. Do not bury me with 
the customs of the Nuers. Just bury,me 
in this white cloth.” 

His heart had been encouraged. His 
vision made bright as the Lord pre- 
pared to receive him to Himself. 


Nasir, U.N.P., SuDAN. 
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A Grandad Writes to His Grandson 


When the eight-year-old was facing an operation 


EAR Tommy: 

We were so sorry to hear that you 
need an operation, but who knows but 
what God arranged it that way to win 
you to His'side! 

You know, Tommy, the Lord Jesus 
said, “He that is not with me is against 
me,” and I know you don’t want to be 
against Him, do you? And if you 
are for the Lord Jesus, then you should 
be for God also, for the Lord Jesus said, 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father.” 

Now I know it’s hard to understand 
all about God, and, thank God, we don’t 
need to know, do we? 

Would you say I had to know all 
about electricity before I could enjoy 
radio or television or electric light or 
heat? I don’t understand electricity, 
but I know that if I touch a 22,000-volt 
hot wire, it has enough kick to kill me. 
In other words, I know that it has 
power. I also know that God has 
power, too. More power than a million 
light plants and hydrogen bombs put 
together. The Lord Jesus said, “All 
power is given unto me,” for He is God’s 
Son. So I can enjoy God forever even 
though I don’t know or understand 
where He came from. 

The Bible says, “In the beginning 
God,” and that’s all we need to know. 
Even if everything was made out of a 
brick, we wouldn’t know who made the 
brick, would we? Yes, God created 
everything, and that we do know, bricks 
included. 

The Bible says in Hebrews 11:6, “But 
without faith it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a re- 
warder of them that diligently seek 
Him.” We can’t get salvation through 
our heads alone, Tommy; it’s through 
our hearts, too. 

There was a good man (also named 
Thomas) who followed Jesus for three 
years or more, but doubted that He was 


resurrected from the dead. He said he ~- 


wouldn’t believe unless he could see 
His nail-pierced hands and could put 
his hand in His side. They called him 
doubting Thomas. But -when he saw 
Jesus and Jesus told him to stretch 
forth his hand and thrust it in His side, 
Thomas lost all his doubts and ex- 
claimed instead, “My Lord and my 
God.” Now had you been there, you 
would have taken the word of the other 
ten disciples, that they had all seen 
Him, wouldn’t you? In other words, 
you wouldn’t have been a doubting 
Thomas then, would you, so why be 
one now? 

But Tommy, thousands and thousands 
of good, honest Christians could tell 
you that God does exist and always did 
exist, and that they have had sweet 
communion with Him, though not one 
of them has ever seen Him, nor even 
Seen His dear Son, Jesus Christ, the 





By A. J. THOMPSON 


Saviour of the world. They just don’t 
have to see Him to talk to Him and en- 
joy His company. 

And God loves everybody, but He 
hates sin; and the worst sin of all is un- 
belief. He so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not 
perish (that is, go to hell), but have 
everlasting life. And if we believe in 
the Lord Jesus, then we surely ought 
to believe in His Father, God. For 
Jesus said, “Ye believe in God, believe 
also in me”; and we can turn that 
around and say we believe in the Lord 
Jesus for sure, so why not believe in 
God also? They are one with the Holy 
Spirit. We can’t understand the Holy 
Ghost either, but we can and do believe 
in the Holy Ghost, and if we don’t we 
may lose our souls, and if we try to ex- 
plain Him, the Holy Ghost, we may 
lose our minds! All we have to do is 
just believe, repent, accept God’s Son, 
Jesus, and be saved. Then we become 
children of God, and joint heirs with 
Jesus Christ, our elder Brother. 

When Moses was commanded by God 
to go back to Egypt and lead the He- 
brew people out of Egypt, Moses wanted 
to know how he could get the Hebrews 
to believe that God had sent him. 
So he asked God what he should 
say about that, and God only said, “I 
AM THAT I AM,” and “I AM hath 
sent me unto you.” So we know that 
God doesn’t want to be put under a 
microscope. 

But maybe you say, “I can’t believe.” 
Then all you have to do is ask God to 
show you how you can believe in Him, 
for He never told a lie. Ask the Lord 
Jesus to help you believe, and He will 
surely grant your request. Thomas was 
later willing to die for his Lord, and I 
want you to be willing also to die for 
your Lord, if need be. 

You'll need God more than ever when 
you have your operation,.so please come 
to Him now and confess your sins, and 
especially your sin of unbelief; and ask 
Him to save and heal you, and if it is 
His will to do so, He will do it; and of 
course it is His will to save you. He 
is not willing that any should perish. 
Going through an operation is a serious 
thing, so we might as well face it seri- 
ously and honestly. And you and I 
need God every hour, as the song goes, 
and every minute and second as well, 
for He is the Great Physician, and can 
heal even when the doctors fail. 

Since God is not willing that any 
should perish, when a man, woman, 
boy, or girl goes to hell, His great heart 
is broken; whéreas, whenever a sinner 
repents and turns to God, all Heaven 
rejoices. All have sinned, so all need a 
Saviour. All want to go to Heaven 
where God reigns, but we can’t go to 
God except through the Lord Jesus, for 
He is the way, and He says, “No man 
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cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
Jesus died on the cross to save us from 
our sins, and when we believe that 
Jesus is our Saviour, that God raised 
Him from the dead, and that He is the 
divine Son of God, turn from our sins 
and accept Him as our Saviour, then 
we are born again sons of God. Then 
death has no sting, and we have no fear 
of death or anything else. God is able 
to see us through and take care of us in 
this life and in the life beyond the 
grave. 

In other words, Tommy, please don’t 
try to understand all about God—just 
believe Him and His Word, the Bible, 
and His Son Jesus and accept Him as 
your Saviour. The prayer, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner, and save me 
for Christ’s sake,” is the prayer that is 
the key to Heaven. “But he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, be- 
cause he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God” (John 
3:18). I want to meet you some day in 
Heaven, and you want to meet your 
godly parents, brothers, and sister there 
too I know, so get right with God now, 
for today is the time. 

We'll all be praying for your recovery, 
your freedom from pain, fear, and 
doubt, but most of all for your sal- 
vation, for how shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation? God bless 
you, Tommy; open your heart and some 
day we'll understand. 

Lovingly yours and, I trust, His, 

Grandpa. 

P.S. As they say, “Stop trying and try 
trusting.” 

Grant Ciry, Mo. 


* 
Alcoholic Decline of a Nation 


(Continued from second page) 


Etienne May. It deals with the alco- 
holic downfall of a nation. 

We have space to summarize from 
this vast indictment only material deal- 
ing with two subjects at present under 
consideration in the United States: ju- 
venile delinquency and alcohol adver- 
tising. 

We in America are increasingly per- 
plexed with juvenile delinquency. It 
is a new phenomenon which hes come 
upon us since the repeal of National 
Prohibition. Its roots in France run 
back, Dr. May shows us, to the same 
alcoholic source. Here are the stages: 

1. That which counts above all is the 
reaction of alcohol on the brain centers 
and hence on human personality. Alco- 
hol is the generator of mental troubles. 
The brutal fact is that a fourth of the 
sick admitted to asylums owe their in- 
firmity to alcohol alone. The popula- 
tion of the asylums would probably be 
reduced two thirds if alcoholism could 
be effectively fought. 

2. That’s but the beginning. As there 
are marginal forms of drunkenness 
from which result a great part of traffic 
and factory accidents, so there are mar- 
ginal forms of psychoses which do not 
reach the asylunis, the moral and social 
(Continued on page 609) 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 31. 


TEMPERANCE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 


(Temperance) 
Proverbs 23:29-35; Daniel 1:1-20; Habakkuk 2:9-16; Romans 13:11 to 14:23; printed text, Romans 
13:11 to 14:4, 15-21 


Golden Text.—So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. Let us not therefore judge one another 
any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall 
in his brother's way.—Rom. 14:12, 13 


THE KiInG JAMES VERSION 

Rom. 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high 
time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer 
than when we believed. 

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us there- 
fore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light. 

13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in 
strife and envying. 

14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not pro- 
vision. for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

Chap. 14:1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but 
not to doubtful disputations. 

2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, 
who is weak, eateth herbs. 

3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and 
let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God 
hath received him. 

4 Who art thou that judgest another man’s servant? to his 


own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: 
for God is able to make him stand. 


15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walk- 
est thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for 
whom Christ died. 

16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 

17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but right- 
eousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable 
to God, and approved of men. " 

19 Let us therefore follow after the things which tnake for 
peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 

20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed 
are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. 

21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 
any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or 
is made weak. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


AN is challenged to temperance 
M not only for his own soul’s good, 

but also for his neighbor’s well- 
being. He is to keep- his own heart 
with diligence;:but he is also his neigh- 
bor’s “keeper.” Temperance is an in- 
gredient of individual integrity. It also 
furthers “social justice.” 

The Biblical summons to temperance 
is emphatic. 

First, the Bible issues specific com- 
mands. “Look not thou upon the wine 
when it is red .. .” (Prov. 23:31); “... 
make not provision for the flesh, to ful- 
fil the lusts thereof” (Rom. 13:14). 

Second, it warns against the seductive 
appeal of drink, for example. Spar- 
kling wine, “moveth itself aright” 
(Prov. 23:31, A.S.V., marg.), and lures 
the unwary to partake. 

Third, it portrays the dread conse- 
quences of drink. “Oh!” and “Alas!” 
(Prov. 23:29, in the Hebrew) the victim 
at last exclaims. Read Proverbs 23:29- 
35 again. Observe the blurred vision 
and irresponsibility (v. 33), fhe loss of 
control (v. 34) and the physical harm 
(vv. 29, 35) resulting from intemper- 
ance. 

Fourth, it encourages to temperance 
by presenting examples of sobriety. 
Daniel, for example, when offered the 
king’s tempting dainties, purposed in 
his heart that he would not defile him- 
self, carried out his noble resolution, 
and was promoted (cfi Dan. 1:5, 8, 16; 
2: 48). 


s s x s 


Fifth, it advocates temperance be- 
cause the rapid movement of events in- 
dicates that Christ’s coming is immi- 
nent; in the light of this happy event 
believers should be doubly sure to ful- 
fill the law of brotherly love (cf. Rom. 
13:11, 12); an important facet of this 
law is one’s interest in his neighbor’s 
welfare. The child of God remains tem- 
perate lest he cause others who observe 
his example to stumble. 


Verse by Verse 

Rom. 13:11.—“. . . knowing the time 

. it is high time to awake... . now is 
our salvation nearer ...” The swift 
passage of time and the critical “season” 
(A.S.V.) challenge believers to observe 
the law of love. Christians were saved 
forever from sin at conversion, but as 
the full manifestation of their deliver- 
ance at Christ’s appearing draws near 
(cf. Rom. 8:19, 23), they must keep their 
faculties alert. 


Verse 12.—“The night is far spent... 
cast off the works of darkness ... put 
on the armour of light.” The night of 
the Lord’s absence in Glory will soon 
end; Christ Jesus will return. Until 
then a colossal struggle. is on between 
darkness and light. The mention of 
darkness suggests the armor of defense 
against evil (cf. Eph. 6:12; 1 Thess. 5:8). 


Verse 13.—*. . . walk honestly, as in 
the day; not in rioting and drunkenness 
. chambering and wantonness ... 
strife and envying.” The Christian acts 


“becomingly” (A.S.V.) and decorously; 
he walks in the daylight of observation 
by others. This verse helped bring Au- 
gustine to conversion. 


“Chambering” 


hand of fellowship. 


and “wantonness” refer to sexual im- 
morality. 

Verse 14—“Put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ . . . make not provision for the 
flesh . . .” Invest yourself with Christ; 
He is your armor against sin. Do not 
stimulate. wrong fleshly desires or tol- 
erate self-indulgence. 

Rom. 14:1.—“Him that is weak in the 
faith receive ... not to doubtful dispu- 
tations.” The contrast will now be 
drawn between “weak,” immature 
Christians who are too concerned about 
relative nonessentials, and Christians of 
wholehearted, robust, “strong,” and fo- 
cused faith. Do not criticize the weak 
believer’s extreme scruples or lack of 
spiritual balance. Extend him the right 
“Doubtful disputa- 
tions” is “decision of scruples” (A.S.V.). 


Verse 2.—“One believeth that he may 
eat all things: another .. . herbs.” The 
areas where opinions differ are food 
and holy days (cf. v. 5). The “strong” 
believer’s conscience is not uneasy when 
he eats at will; the “weak” brother is 
perhaps an overcautious vegetarian. 


Verse 3.—“Let not him that eateth 
despise ... let not him which eateth not 
judge .. . God hath received him.” The 
strong Christian must not show con- 
tempt for the pedanticism of the weak; 
the weak must not accuse the strong of 
levity or carelessness. God acknowl- 
edges people as His own on the basis of 
their faith, not their diet. 


Verse 4—‘“Who art thou that judgest 
. . . to his own master he standeth or 
falleth ...he shall be holden up...” A 
tribunal higher than human judgment 
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is that of the Master, the Lord Jesus. 
“Holden up” is the same as “made to 
stand.” “. .. the Lord hath power to 
make him stand” (A.S.V.). The thought 
is judicial: Christ, having justified the 
believer, vindicates him on the basis of 
faith, not food. 

Rom. 14:15.—“If thy brother’ be 
grieved ... now walkest thou not char- 
itably. Destroy not him ... for whom 
Christ died.” To cause another distress 
“because of meat” (A.S.V.) is to fail to 
act in love. When one’s neighbor, ob- 
serving his eating, defiles his own con- 
science and partakes, the result is moral 
confusion and disaster. The Lord Jesus 
died for sinners, weak and _ strong. 
Surely strong believers should be lov- 
ingly concerned about their weaker 
brethren’s spiritual condition. 

Verse 16.—‘“Let not then your good be 
evil spoken of.” Your “good” is your 
Christian liberty. To flaunt it may lead 
to reproaches and recriminations. 

Verse 17—“The kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink . . . righteousness, 
and peace, and joy ...” What counts 
is not “eating and drinking” (A.S.V.), 
but the righteous condition of the heart, 
issuing in concord with the brethren 
and exhibiting its reality in joy inspired 
by the indwelling Holy Spirit. (Cf. the 
Lord Jesus’ words in Matthew 15:11.) 

Verse 18.—“He that . . . serveth Christ 
is acceptable to God .. . approved of 
men.” The one whose heart is right, the 
faithful servant of the Lord Jesus, he it 
is who pleases God and in the long run 
receives the approbation of men; and 
this regardless of whether he is an un- 
compromising legalist or one who en- 
joys the freedom of the Spirit. 


Verse 19.—“. . . follow after .. . peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify 
” To “edify” is to “build up.” 


Rather than elevate as tests of fellow- 
ship practices neither forbidden nor 
even discussed in principle in the Word, 
one should strive positively for har- 
mony, mutual strengthening, and en- 
couragement in the Lord. 

Verse 20.—“. . . destroy not the work 
of God. All things .. . are pure; but it is 
evil... eateth with offence.” “Destroy” 
is “overthrow” (A.S.V.), the opposite of 
“edify”; it is to “pull down.” The strong 
Christian is not to “unbuild” the “work 
of God,” i.e. the steady, gradual process 
of sanctification in the life of the weak 
Christian—the formation of his Chris- 
tian character. “All things ... are 
pure.” The sin is not intrinsically in 
the act of eating, but in the perform- 
ance of an act the conscience condemns. 


Verse 21—“. . . good neither to eat 
flesh, nor to drink wine .. . any thing 
whereby thy brother stumbleth .. .” 
Total abstinence is recommended as a 
wise policy in any area in which a weak 
believer, observing his strong fellow 
Christian’s conduct, may be tempted to 
follow his example, defile his own con- 
Science, and practice what to him is 
evil. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Believers in Christ have been freed 
from the guilt and penalty of sin. As 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. August 24.—Justice Among Nations. 

Isaiah 30:1-5, 15-18; 31:1-8; 

Micah 4:1-7; Malachi 2<10; Acts 
10:1-35; Ephesians 2:13 to 3:21 


. Next Week’s Lesson 


10. September 7.—Justice in Daily Work. 

Exodus 20:9, 10; Nehemiah 3 and 

4; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Ephesians 

4:28; Colossians 3:22 to 4:1; 2 
Thessalonians 3 :6-12 








' 
they are yielded to the Holy Spirit they 
are emancipated from the tyranny of 
sinful habits. Christian liberty is a 
priceless possession. Saints of God 
must cherish it and refuse to become 
“entangled again with the yoke of bond- 
age” (Gal. 5:1) to law. 

But their liberty is qualified. They 
exercise temperance (“self-restraint”), 
a virtue related to many areas of life 
but often applied specifically to the use 
of intoxicating beverages. Drink is sin- 
gled out because it is particularly harm- 
ful, physically, morally, and spiritually; 
and also because of its potentially evil 
effect on others. 

Christians are temperate because of 
the treacherous nature and sordid re- 
sults of drink. Blood-bought children 
of God, their bodies are temples of the 
Holy Spirit. They are to glorify the 
Lord in all things (cf. 1 Cor. 6:19, 20). 
Drink betrays men into dishonoring 
God and desecrating His temple. 

People may scoff at the idea of tem- 
perance and dub it outmoded. But 
Christian workers on Skid Row disagree 
with them; and physicians know that 
the connection between intemperance 
and apoplexy has not been disproved! 

“Moderate” drinkers may fondly 
think that the struggle against appetite 
is a mild skirmish: Actually it is a ti- 
tanic warfare, a battle between the 
forces of light and darkness in which 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HERE does Paul tell us that noth- 
ing is intrinsically evil? 

2. What graphic results, according to 
Proverbs 23:29-35 follow the drinking 
of wine? 

3. What blessings attended Daniel’s 
abstinence? 

4. How did the Babylonian court re- 
act to Daniel’s convictions concerning 
abstinence? 

5. Name two basic reasons for tem- 
perance? 

6. What is the connection between 
temperance and Social justice? 

7. Who is a “weaker” brother? 

8. What does it mean to “cause to 
stumble”? 

9. What persuades Christians to gov- 
ern their conduct by their neighbor's 
welfare? 

10. What incentive does Paul stress for 
the believer’s “putting on the Lord 
Jesus Christ”? 


(Answers on page 609) 
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victory is attainable only through the 
aid of the armor of Christ (Rom. 13: 12- 
14). 


But temperance is a duty not only be- 
cause of the insidious consequences of 
drink on one personally, but also be- 
cause of the demands of “social jus- 
tice”: drinking may cause the “weaker 
brother” to stumble (cf. Rom. 14:13, 21; 
15:1). Neighborly love is the Christian’s 
guiding principle of conduct (cf. Rom. 
13:8). 

Some Christians are “strong” in the 
faith. They realize that the inner vir- 
tues of the Spirit—righteousness, peace, 
and joy—are basic, and not food and 
drink (cf. Rom. 14:14, 17). Other Chris- 
tians are “weak.” Perhaps Paul had in 
mind Hebrew Christians who on prin- 
ciple refused Kosher food lest they ap- 
pear to be in legal bondage to Judaism; 
or ex-pagan Christians who were 
amazed that their “stronger” believing 
friends were tempted to eat food offered 
in sacrifice to idols (study 1 Cor. 8:1-13). 

What is the secret of temperance and 
social justice? Whence comes the con- 
straining love? The indwelling Spirit 
of God produces these virtues as lovely 
fruit in the believer’s heart (cf. Gal. 
§:22, 23). Yieldedness to His gracious 
control is necessary. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Appeal of intemperance (Prov. 23: 
31). 

2. Results of intemperance (Prov. 23: 
29, 32-35; Hab. 2:15, 16). 

3. Summons to temperance (Prov. 23: 
31; Rom. 13:13). 

4. Reasons for temperance (Dan. 1:8, 


15; Rom. 14: 15, 21) 
5. Power for temperance (Rom. 13:14). 


Topics for Development 

The Exercise of Liberty. The Chris- 
tian is God’s “freedman.” He has been 
loosed from the shackles of sin and 
death. At least three possibilities lie 
before him. Men may seek to bind his 
conscience or limit his liberty. This is 
tyranny. Or at the other extreme he 
may parade his liberty, abuse it, and re- 
sist the restraining force of conscience. 
He may thus exchange his liberty for 
license. This is libertinism. 

But happily there is a royal road of 
Christian liberty. It leads majestically 
between these other paths. The believer 
enjoys freedom but imposes upon its 
exercise the self-restraint af love. He 
voluntarily reins his liberty if its prac- 
tice might wound his neighbor’s con- 
science. Christ loved him enough to be- 
come incarnate, to imprison himself in 
human flesh for his redemption. Surely 
the least the child of God can do is to 
bridle his freedom if the good of his 
fellow man is involved. 

The Use of Wine. Originating as it 
does in the grape, wine has no inherent 
virtue or vice (cf. Rom. 14:14). Paul 
wrote Timothy that in case of emergen- 
cies it might be employed in modera- 
tion for medicinal purposes (1 Tim. 5: 
23). Jesus changed water into wine 
(John 2:1-11). Able exegetes have 
argued that this “wine” was simply 
unfermented grapejuice. Others have 
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reasoned that in our Lord’s day the 
drinking water of Palestine was often 
polluted, wine was an escape from pos- 
sible contamination, and no one was 
caused to stumble by the miracle. 

All this is interesting. The cold 
fact remains that we live in an amaz- 
ingly complex age. Subtle temptations 
abound. The liquor traffic thrives. Im- 
morality and delinquency are on the 
open increase. The passage from wine 
and beer to “hard” liquor is swift and 
subtle. Since the possibilities of caus- 
ing a brother to stumble are legion, the 
surest, safest, most moral course of ac- 
tion is total abstinence. If the Son of 
God were on earth today, knowing as 
He would the publicity and intricate 
involvernents of modern drinking, He 
would have had no traffic whatever 
with the liquor industry. Paul’s words 
stand: “It is good neither to eat flesh, 
nor to drink wine, nor any thing where- 
by thy brother stumbleth .. .” (Rom. 
14:21; 1 Cor. 8:13). 

A Christian and His Brother. Salva- 
tion is an individual matter. We came 
alone from God. We return alone to 
God. Faith in Christ is a personal 
transaction. But the believer, under- 
standing this, does not at once enter a 
monastery. “Philadelphia,” brotherly 
love, is his byword. It must “continue” 
(Heb. 13:1). 


Practical Applications 

Has it dawned on you that Christian 
morality relates not only to the moral 
. law of God but also to the welfare of 
your neighbor; and that this welfare, 
which should be your sincere concern, 
is not only physical but also moral and 
spiritual? 

Are you willing to exchange your 
spiritual birthright for a mess of Mar- 
tinis; especially at a New Year’s Eve 
party your company is giving for its 
employees? 

, Do you care when your children watch 
TV propaganda promoting the liquor in- 
dustry? How do you explain to them 
that you permit this in your Christian 
home? 

Have you a reasoned answer for the 
Christian who takes his modest toddy 
in privacy where he couldn’t possibly 
cause a weaker brother to stumble? 
First Corinthians 6:19 should give you 
a clue. 


Golden Text 
Rom. 14:12, 13.—*. .. every one of us 
shall give account ... to God. Let us 
not ... judge one another .. . this rather, 
that no man put a stumblingblock ... 
in his brother’s way.” Christians are 
concerned to render a good account at 
the judgment seat of Christ. One of 
their praiseworthy deeds should be that 
they restrained their personal liberties 
on earth lest their brethren be offended. 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
i 








We cannot but prosper if we delight 
in the Scriptures, that is, if we read 
them diligently with a view to obedience 
and communion with God.—R. C. Chap- 
man. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed” (Rom. 13:11).—Thé 
Apostle Paul and those to whom he 
wrote could look back to a definite time 
when they believed. They were not 
like some today who claim that they 
“always believed.” What they mean by 
that evidently is that they always gave 
mental assent to the historical facts of 
the birth, life, death, and resurrection 
of the Saviour. But that is not what the 
Scripture means by the expression, “be- 
lieve to the saving of the soul” (Heb. 
10:39). 

I know a girl who was eager to be 
saved, but who had heard so much 
pretiching about head belief, historical 
belief, and heart. belief, that the word 
“believe” became a bugbear to her. 

One day, in childlike simplicity, she 
trusted the Saviour, and was so happy 
that she exclaimed, “Oh, Mother, I’m 
saved without believing!” 

Mother soon explained to her that 
“trusting,” “looking,” and “receiving” 
were the same as “believing.” Speak to 
her now about her salvation, and she 
will tell you about the time “when she 
believed!” 

The “salvation” mentioned in this 
verse is the final aspect of our deliver- 
ance. It is salvation from the presence 
of sin, which shall be experienced by 
believers at the coming again of the 
Lord Jesus (Heb. 9:28; Phil. 3:20, 21), 

Multitudes of Christians have an in- 
explicable feeling that the time of the 
Lord’s return is very near. They sing 
with the spirit and with the under- 
standing S. Trevor Francis’ song: 

I am waiting for the coming 
Of the Lord who died for me; 

Oh, His words have thrilled my spirit, 
“T will come again for thee.” 

I can almost hear His footfall 
On the threshold of the door, 


And my heart, my heart is longing 
To be with Him evermore. 


“... let us therefore cast off the works 
of darkness .. .” (Rom. 13:12).—Six of 
such words are mentioned in verse 13, 
“rioting and drunkenness . . . chamber- 
ing and wantonness, .. . strife and en- 
vying.” 

Riots are very common occurrences 
at home and abroad. Police seem 
utterly helpless to cope with some of 
them; the Military has had to be called 
upon, and even they have been at their 
wits’ end to know how to handle the 
mobs. 

A violent demonstration erupted in 
the heart of Paris against Charles de 
Gaulle, recently. Men wielding clubs 
stormed into a street and began ham- 
mering on the sides and fenders of cars. 
Police charged into the confused mass. 
Several persons were injured in the 
swirling struggle. Shops and cafes in 
the vicinity hurriedly turned out their 
lights and locked their doors to prevent 
further destruction and disaster. A 
Christian should never “follow a multi- 
tude to do evil” (Exod. 23:2). 

The Weymouth translation of this 
passage is very helpful: “Living as we 
do in broad daylight, let us conduct 
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ourselves becomingly, not indulging in 
revelry and drunkenness, nor in lust 
and debauchery, nor in quarrelling and 
jealousy. On the contrary, clothe your- 
selves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for gratifying your 
earthly cravings.” 

“. . let not him which eateth not 
judge him that eateth .. .” (Rom. 14:3). 
—Some members of a certain religious 
group are disregarding this command. 
They destructively criticize Christians 
for eating flesh. I, for one, have been 
bluntly told that I am “doomed,” be- 
cause I eat a certain kind of meat. 

In addition to the plain words of our 
lesson on this subject, we also have 
such passages as 1 Timothy 4:3-5 and 
Hebrews 13: 9. 

“So then every one of us shall give 
account of himself to God” (Rom. 14: 
12).—Could there be a more sobering 
thought for the child of God than this, 
that he must give an account to God for 
everything he allowed or disallowed in 
his life, from the moment he was saved 
unto the moment he. will be removed 
from this scene? 

If by example and precept we place 
steppingstones—instead of stumbling 
blocks—in our brother’s way, we shall 
hear our Lord’s “Well done” in the day 
when we see Him face to face. 

“For the kingdom of God is .. . right- 
eousness, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17).—After be- 
coming Christ’s by the experience of 
perSonal faith in Him, Christians have 
the privilege and responsibility of de- 
votedly serving Christ by living a right- 
eous, peaceful, and joyous life in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Such a life on a believer’s part is 
pleasing to God, and commended by 
man. A _ preacher sought to win a 
policeman to the Lord. But to all the 
appeals, he said, “I will not become a 
Christian and join that church, for I 
know too much of the lives of its mem- 
bers, after dark!” The worldlings com- 
mend or condemn professing Christians, 
according to their lives. 

Wawona, CALir. 
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From the Platform... 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsteD HyMNS 


“Por the Beauty of the Earth” 
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
“When Jesus Comes To Reward His Servants” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose Word is so full of 
wise counsel, we pray for the wisdom 
that will be rul by Thy teaching. 
Bless and use this lesson to help us to 
fling away all dark and evil things and 
do only what is right and pleasing to 
Thee. For people enslaved to .bad hab- 
its we pray that Thou shalt set them 
free. For all who know not the Lord 
Jesus we ask conversion to Him. Bless 
the nations with wise leaders, with jus- 
tice, and with peace. Strengthen Thy 
Church for her witness in this time and 
bring soon the hour of Christ’s return to 
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reign. Let the poor and needy, the sick 
and sad, and all troubled and burdened 
folk find mercy and help from Thee. To 
us grant forgiveness and strength to do 
Thy will always, for Thy Son’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We need the call 
of this lesson as it says, “It is high time 
to awake”—awake to the rfeed of put- 
ting off the works of darkness. One of 
those works Paul mentions is drunken- 
ness. The surest way to avoid that is 
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never to drink even moderately. It is 
indeed high time to awake to the mis- 
leading character of liquor ads that tell 
us alcoholic drink is essential to hospi- 
tality and good fellowship. That is not 
true, but it is true that it is easy to fall 
from moderate to excessive drinking. 
It is also true that even moderate drink- 
ing is dangerous for people driving our 
modern high-speed vehicles. Even the 
liquor people warn us now that drink- 
ing and driving do not mix. All this 
points to complete abstinence as the 
wise way for everyone in our time. 

As for those who say one must drink 
to get along in business, in politics, and 
in society, that is proved false by expe- 
rience. The Hon. James G. Gardiner, 
former Minister of Agriculture in the 
Canadian Government is a life-long 
total abstainer. He says this: “I have 
associated freely with people who 
drink, from all levels of society; in lum- 
ber camps, in athletic circles, in thresh- 
ing gangs, in political organizations 
from one end of Canada to the other; in 
Britain at all levels including royalty; 
at banquets in a dozen countries at- 
tended by representatives from scores 
of nations, and I have never found ab- 
stinence a handicap in any way. I am 
convinced that if I had not been an ab- 
stainer, I would have fallen by the way- 
side long ago.” 

Let us wake up then to the fact that 
drinking is more dangerous today than 
ever and that it is wholly unnecessary, 
too. Then let us wisely leave it alone 
and enjoy the freedom of the total ab- 
stainer. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this is a “Wake up!” les- 

son. Romans 13:11-14 is a reveille 
for the Christian soldier. “Now it is 
high time to awake out of sleep . . . The 
night is far spent, the day is at 
hand: let us therefore cast off the works 
of darkness, and let us put on the armour 
of light.” This makes us think of the 
three disciples asleep in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. They will never forget 
that night in the garden when they 
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slept away their privilege to render a 
great service to their Master. 

A garden is a place to watch against 
noxious weeds that choke out the fruit. 
Every fellow ought to work a garden at 
some time while he is growing up. Per- 
haps nothing else like the tending of a 
garden so closely parallels life’s chal- 
lenges, aspirations, and problems, with 
the possibilities either of disappoint- 
ment or of glad satisfaction. In my gar- 
den I learned that it took more than 
the planting to get a harvest; there were 
many choppings and many rakings be- 
tween seeding and reaping. My garden 
had to be covered against frost and 
watered against drought, and there were 
always weeds and the chickens to keep 
out. “Eternal vigilance” was the watch- 
word, or your garden would go into a 
tailspin. 

Fellows, one word that stands out 
above others in our Lord’s Garden of 
Gethsemane experience is “Watch.” He 
wanted those three closest friends sim- 
ply to watch—to watch in loving sym- 
pathy with His agony; to watch against 
any rude intrusion upon His privacy as 


He poured out His soul in prayer. He 
said to them, “My soul is . . . sorrowful, 
even unto death: tarry ... and watch.” 
But the disciples were drowsy, and 


when he came back in a little while 
they were sound asleep. That hurt the 
Lord Jesus. “Could ye not watch with 
me one hour?” he asked. They had, 
only a short while before, loudly pro- 
claimed their affection and loyalty. But 
they slept when He asked them to 
watch. 

I am sure they never thought back 
upon that night without acute pain in 
their hearts. They would never again 
have another opportunity just like that 
to watch for Him. 

But I am quite sure those three dis- 
ciples did not sleep on and take their 
rest, for immediately Judas, the traitor, 
appeared with the soldiers and ruffians 
to take Christ. The remainder of that 
night and the following day were filled 
with events, one fast upon another, so 
exciting, so nerve-racking that no one 
rested; least of all, that conscience-smit- 
ten trio who failed to watch with Christ. 

Fellows, I suppose any one of us, in 
the light of the record we have of that 
eventful night, would be glad of the 
high privilege of watching in the Gar- 
den with the Lord Jesus. There are 
doubtless hundreds of thousands of 
Christians who would journey to Pal- 
estine for that coveted place nearest 
our Lord in His Gethsemane sorrow— 
and even to accompany Him to the 
cross. But it is too late for that. No 

n will ever have that opportunity 
again. But there is something the Lord 
wants you and me to do now which I 
believe means more to Him than watch- 
ing in Gethsemane. It is to watch here 
—where we are! He wants the kind of 
watching that will keep Him in view; 
the kind of watching that will make us 
alert at all times to- His call; the kind 
that talks often to Him in prayer; the 
kind that makes us prompt to see the 
service He wants done—not some far- 
away service out of reach, but the serv- 
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ice just at hand; the kind of watching 
that guards our thoughts from impurity 
and our tongues from speaking guile; 
the kind that is quick to see the need of 
others and to seek out the way to sup- 
ply it; most of all, the kind of watching 
that sees another fellow not acquainted 
and makes haste to introduce him to the 
Master. . ? 

The Garden of Eden, the Garden of 
Gethsemane, the Hanging Gardens, the 
Garden of the Gods—no other garden 
in all the world holds such possibilities 
of fruit to gladden your heart as the 
garden of your own life, watched and 
cultivated for the Lord Jesus. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
ET us begin by repeating Psalm 19: 


1-11 in unison. Today we learn 
verse 12: “Who can understand his er- 
rors? cleanse thou me from secret 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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faults.” This is a very good prayer, for 
we all have faults that we do not real- 
ize we have. Many times our faults are 
secret, as far as we are concerned, but 
others see them and they mar our testi- 
mony. 

Our lesson this morning is called 
“Justice and the Alcohol Problem.” I 
am glad we are having so many lessons 
on justice, because it will impress upon 
our minds the importance of justice and 
fair play in the sight of God and also 
before men. A _ professing Christian 
who does something unfair brings dis- 
honor upon the name of the Lord. 

The laws of our land are against 


many kinds of injustice, but unfortu- , 


nately, since the eighteenth amendment 
was repealed, the sale and the use of 
alcoholic beverages are legal. 

Alcohol is useful in industry, but as 
a drink it is slow poison. H. W. Gibson 
wrote: “I am the greatest criminal in 
history. I have killed more men than 
have fallen in all the wars of the world. 
I have turned men into brutes .. . I have 
ruined millions, and shall try to ruin 
more. I am Alcohol.” That is a dread- 
ful confession, but it is absolutely true. 
Beverage alcohol has done all that and 
more. 

Let us look at the Bible picture of a 
drunkard, found in Proverbs 23:29-35. 
What troubles are here ascribed to 
drinkers? (Woe, sorrow, quarrels, 
wounds without cause.) Yes. Verse 34 
presents one of the most vivid pictures 
of insecurity ever written. Lying 
down, either in the midst of the sea, or 
on the top of a mast, would mean cer- 
tain destruction. And the last verse is 
perhaps the most pathetic of all. After 
the drunkard has suffered so much, the 
only comfort he can think of is to seek 
liquor again. ° 

How refreshing it is to turn from 
these words to Daniel 1:8, and to read 
how this young man “purposed in his 
heart that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king’s meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank.” And 
then in verse 20 we find how God re- 
warded him and his three abstaining 
friends. They were found to be ten 
times wiser than all the wise men in 
Babylon, then the great capital of the 
world. 

Habbakuk 2:15 says, “Woe unto him 
that giveth his neighbour drink.” So, 
even though it is not illegal to operate 
a tavern, it would be better to starve. 
I do not want anything to do with 
something over which God has placed 
His solemn word, “woe.” 

After sentencing a drunkard, a judge 
once turned to the unhappy wife and 
said, “I am sorry, but I must lock up 
your husband.” She said, “Your Honor, 
wouldn’t it be better for the children 
and me, if you locked up the tavern in- 
stead, and allowed my husband to ge 
back to work?” But, unfortunately, 
the judge did not have the authority to 
lock up the tavern. 


Next read Romans 13:11-14. Many 


Christians are asleep as to the sin and 
danger of drinking. We should wake 
up and purpose. in our hearts that we 
will not defile ourselves in this way, 
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and that we will never encourage any- 
one else to defile himself with intoxi- 
cating liquor. 

Read Romans 14:12, 13. Each of us 
here today is going to give an account 
of herself to God. If we have in any 
way tempted someone else to sin, how 
will we excuse ourselves in that day? 

Read verses 15-21. Our lives should 
radiate righteousness, peace, and joy, 
for our God is a God of righteousness, 
of peace, and of joy. He hates sin. So 
we should hate sin also, and never do 
anything that might cause someone else 
to stumble. No one can deny that bev- 
erage alcohol causes people to stumble, 
to be offended, and to be made weak. 
So, even if there were no other verse in 
the Bible on this subject, I would think 
that Romans 14:21 would make every 
Christian let it alone and take great 
care never to encourage anyone else to 
taste it. 

Frances Willard, founder of the W.C.- 
T.U., in her early days listened to a dis- 
cussion as to whether or not the word 
Christian should be iricluded in the 
name of the new organization. One of 
the speakers said, “I believe we will get 
a greater following if we omit the word 
Christian and just call it “The Woman’s 
Temperance Union.” When asked her 
opinion, Miss Willard rose to her feet 
and said, “The purpose of this organiza- 
tion is not to get a following, but to set 
up a standard.” So the organization 
was named, “The Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union,” and the name has 
never been changed. 

If we who are Christians do not up- 
hold Bible standards of justice and tem- 
perance, who will? 


FERNDALE, WASH. - 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Watched by the Tempted—So then™ 
every one of us shall give account of 
himself to God. Let us not therefore 
judge one another any more: but judge 
this rather, that no man put a stum- 
blingblock or an occasion to fall in his 
brother’s way (Rom. 14:12, 13, Golden 
Text). A young man who had inherited 
a strong passion for liquor, said: “One 
evening not long ago at a _ banquet 
where wine was served, I came very 
near breaking my pledge. The smell 
of wine was so tempting that I could 
hardly resist. But just as I was about 
to yield, I heard a young woman say, 
‘No, thank you.’ This gave me courage. 
I watched her all the evening and said 
to myself, ‘If she drinks, I will.’ I was 
hoping yet fearing that she would, but 
as often as she was asked she refused, 
and so, unconsciously to herself, she 
pulled me through.” Christian, walk 
carefully. You are not alone compassed 
about by the loved ones safe home in 
Heaven, but you are watched by the 
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tempted, exposed souls of earth.—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Dead Men Cannot Help.—lIt is high 
time to awake out of sleep (Rom. 13: 
11). During World War I a member of 
the State Council of Defense in an Illi- 
nois city received a stack of posters 
from the Government with the request 
that he stick them up wherever he 
could find a vacant space. He called in 
an overenthusiastic boy and told him to 
go and put them up wherever he could 
find a dead wall. At noon an elderly, 
indignant gentleman called and said, 
“Did you send out a boy to stick up 
posters?” “Yes, sir,” replied the pa- 
triot. “Well, come with me,” said the 
man. He took him to the cemetery, and 
there on the walls of a mausoleum 
which contained the last mortal remains 
of one of the city fathers, he saw, in 
flaming red letters a foot high, this 
thrilling command—‘“Wake up, Citizen! 
Your country needs you!” No more can 
spiritually dead men save a country.— 
From an old clipping. Sent by the Rev. 
Norman Hillyer, Holly Park, Crouch 
Hill, London, Eng. 


Inside Braces for Outside Pressure.— 
The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand: let us therefore cast off the works 
of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light (Rom. 13:12). A con- 
gressman was having a hard time 
explaining his vote on a measure objec- 
tionable to the right-minded members 
of his constituency. At last he said, 
“But, gentlemen, you simply don't 
understand the outside pressure brought 
to bear on a man in my position.” 
“Outside pressure!” roared an old sea 
captain in the audience. “Where are 
your inside braces?” Inside braces are 
made of the strongest substance. Set 
firmly in place, they are able to with- 
stand the pressure of outside tempta- 
tion whenever or however it is applied. 
—From an old scrapbook. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. Prize 
illustration. ° 


Clean All the Way.—Not in rioting 
and drunkenness, not in chambering 
and wantonness (Rom. 13:13). In the 
days before air-conditioned trains, a 
young man was crossing the continent 
aboard a fast train. It was an impor- 
tant trip for him, because he was going 


.to join his sweetheart, and they were to 


be married. The passengers in the 
coach noticed with amusement that the 
young man rose from his seat every 
hour and went into the washroom to 
wash his face and hands. It was a 
dusty trip across the desert country and 
all the passengers were covered with 
dust and cinders. Finally an elderly 
man said to him, “Why do you wash 
your face and hands so often? If you 
wash once at the end of the journey, 
you will arrive there just as clean.” 
“That is probably true,” replied the 
young man, “but you see I want to go 
clean all the way.” There are persons 
who believe that it is perfectly all right 
to be thoroughly soiled by sin in their 
journey through life, if in the end we 
have all our sins washed away by re- 
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pentance and God’s forgiveness. They 
forget that even if forgiveness is at- 
tained, there are natural consequences 
to living in sin that will rob us of most 
of the happiness of life-—Original source 
not known. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. a 

In Case You’re Tempted.—Make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 
thereof (Rom. 13:14). There was a boy 
who went out one morning to the near- 
by canal. His father had said, “You 
must not bathe today, Jack,” but when 
Jack returned he was carrying a soak- 
ing wet costume over his arm. “I told 
you not to bathe today, my lad, why did 
you take your costume with you?” said 
his father. “I took it,” said Jack, “in 
case I might be tempted.” But Paul 
says, “Make not provision for the flesh,” 
and the Lord taught us to pray, “Lead 
us not into temptation."—From Youth 
With a Capital “Why?” by A. Lindsay 
Glegg. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 


God Is Able.—God is able to make 
him stand (Rom. 14:4). There is much 
comfort and encouragement in the 
words, “God is able to make him stand,” 
for two very different classes of people: 

First, for Inebriates. Poor drunken 
fellow! Do you want to be able to walk 
without staggering and stand without 
reeling? You can, you know. But only 
one Hand is strong enough to hold you 
up and keep you from falling. Jude re- 
fers to God our Saviour as “him that is 
able to keep you from falling.” The 
Prophet Isaiah records God’s word, “I 
will uphold thee with the right hand of 
my righteotisness,” and “I, the Lord thy 
God will hold thy right hand, saying 
unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.” 
How wonderful to have the hand that 
used to hold the glass now held by the 
Almighty Saviour! 

Next, for Intercessors. There is no 
drunkard, no hopeless alcoholic, for 
whom you pray, that is so prone to fall- 
ing into his besetting sin that God is not 
able to make him stand. He is “mighty 
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to save."—From Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 

Missing So Much?—For he that in 
these things serveth Christ is acceptable 
to God, and approved of men (Rom. 14: 
18). “Honestly, fellow, I don’t see what 
you get out of life. You say, as a Chris- 
tian, you’re happy, but you’re missing 
so much.” The speaker was a young 
man of rather pleasing personality but 
dissolute habits, a college graduate and 
the holder of a promising position. His 
listener and fellow employee simply re- 
plied, “I wonder.” A month passed. The 
holiday season came and ended. Work 
was resumed, but the first young man 
did not report for duty. When finally 
the locked door of his bedroom was 
battered down, he was found sprawled 
on the floor amid empty liquor bottles 
—dead. 

The grim news came to the office. 
“Yes,” soberly reflected the young 
Christian, “I’m missing a lot.”—From 
the Evangelist. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


ht Use of God’s Gifts 
(Dan. 1:8, 11-17) 


The 


HO are going to show us how 

Peter and Cornelius became 
friends? (Review.) Daniel also had 
to make friends among strangers—a de- 
ported prisoner prince. Good-looking 
and intelligent, he was picked with 
three others to be trained for govern- 
ment work. School, three years of it, 
in a foreign language! The boys had 
the very same rich food and wine that 
the king had. (Teacher, can you vis- 
ualize this lesson, especially if you have 
newcomers: the boys, the prince of the 
eunuchs, a man with a scroll for teacher, 
a table with food, the king on his 
throne?) 
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. 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 
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WANTED: Dietician-Cook to serve the Lord at Chris- 
tian boarding high school. Half of student body are 
missionaries’ children. Write, stating experience, to 
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“My Jesus, | Love Thee” 
“More Like the Master” 
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“It Is Well With My Soul” 
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WANTED: Christian woman between 30 and 50 
for general office work. 
BRAILLE CIRCULATING LIBRARY 
704 West Grace St. Richmond, Virginia 
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Famous Pocket Quarterlies 
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$. $. Lessons —for all Depts. 


True ix Whole Bible 
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than 25,000 words, handy size makes 


only 17c. 
FREE! write today for full par- 
ticulars of our famous pocket quarterlies and ee 
unique Sunday school lesson materials and supplies. 
ALL fully described in our big FREE catalog which 
includes Bibles, books, greeting cards, mottoes, 
lendars, etc. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, Ind. 





UNUSUAL MISSIONARY OPPORTUNITY 


TO assist with your tithes and offerings in a Chris- 


tian maternity shelter for unmarried mothers and 
their babies seeking to rehabilitate lives, and bring 
about a change through personal relationship to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Write for Brochure 
HEARTSEASE HOME FOR WOMEN AND BABIES 
413 EAST Sist STREET, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
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Alice P. Hogg—J. Keith Whitney, Directors 


The Evangelization Society of Phila., Inc. 
5415 Rising Sun Avenue Philadelphia 20, Pa. 
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Besides being unhealthy for a grow- 
ing boy, that food and wine had been 
offered to idols. So “Daniel purposed 
in his heart that he would not defile 
himself” with it. Some said, “Every- 
body else is doing it.” “After all, it’s 
the boss’s orders.” “It looks and tastes 
delicious.” “You can’t be a religious 
Jew here in Nebuchadnezzar’s court.” 
But Daniel was not the sissy kind that 
went along with the crowd, right or 
wrong; he could stand alone with God. 
Besides, three other boys were follow- 
ing him. Politely Daniel went to the 
head officer and explained just how it 
was. Daniel must have been a well-be- 
haved “prisoner” and student, for the 
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Bible says, “God had brought Daniel 
into favour and tender love with the 
prince of the eunuchs.” But that officer 
was afraid that if Daniel and his three 
friends did not look as healthy as the 
other boys, the king would cut off his 
head. Next Daniel went to Melzar, 
the man in charge of the four Jewish 
boys. “Just try us on vegetables and 
water for ten days and see who looks 
healthier.” 

How did the test come out? The four 
“vegetable and water” boys had put on 
weight and looked healthier than any 
of the boys who ate fancy food and 
drank wine! So vegetables and water 
they had from then on. When the three 
years of training were over, the king 
tested their education. He found them 
the smartest of all the young men, even 
smarter than their teachers! They were 
promoted to stand around the king’s 
throne and be his courtiers. Daniel 
gave God the credit: “God gave them 
knowledge and skill in all learning and 
wisdom.” But you can be sure they 
studied hard and did their best in a new 
language, or God would not have been 
helping them. 

You are going back to school soon. 
Are you playing fair with yourself? 1. 
Do you go to bed when you should, or 
stay up late with radio or television? 
2. Do you read good books, or bad com- 
ics? 3. Do you eat vegetables and fruit, 
or want just rich foods, cake, and pie? 
4. Do you eat only a little candy, or a 
lot at a time? 5. Do you drink only 
milk and fruit juices, or a little beer 
or other alcoholic drinks? 6. Do you 
say No to a cigarette, or try a few puffs? 
7. Do you get some exercise every day, 
or just sit around the house? 8. Do you 
really study in school, or fool around to 
get out of all you can? 9. Do you be- 
have yourself, or show off and act up? 

God has given us many good gifts 
(Psa. 104:14, 15; Jas. 1:17): food, body, 
sleep, school, even alcohol (show pic- 
tures or objects: hospital scene for rub- 
bing alcohol and hypodermic needle or 
thermometer sterilized in alcohol; girl 
in party dress, perfume; automobile, 
antifreeze). God has given us brains to 
use His gifts in right ways and not like 
this (show liquor advertisement and 
automobile wreck). “Wine is a mocker, 

. and whosoever is deceived thereby 
is not wise” (Prov. 20:1, Memory Verse. 
Also see 23:29-35). Daniel was wise, 
and got to be top man in the kingdom, 
next to the king himself! Are you wise 
or foolish? 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OU could well use this note taken 

from the Pilgrim Edition of the Bi- 
ble as an introduction to the lesson to- 
day. Make three columns on the black- 
board, listing first the given names of 
the four Hebrew children, then the 
meaning of their names, then the mean- 
ing of the new names that they were 
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given in the land of Babylon. This is 
the note: “The Babylonian prince 
wanted these Jewish boys to forget 
their God. Each of them had _ been 
given by his parents a name that would 
remind him of the Lord. Their new 
names were to make them think of the 
Babylonian gods. Daniel means God is 
my Judge; Belteshazzar means The 
Prince of Bel (a heathen god). Han- 
aniah means God has been gracious; 
Shadrach means Servant of Sin (the 
moon god). Mishael means Who is 
equal to God? Meshach means The 
Shadow of the Prince. Azariah means 
God has helped; Abednego means Serv- 
ant of Ishtar (a Babylonian goddess) .” 

If a boy these days is named Dwight 
or David, it may be because his mother 
wants him to have the same name as 
our President. Or if it is Lynda or Bon- 
nie, it may be that her parents particu- 
larly like that name. In the long-ago 
days, however, 
So it was with the four young men 
about whom we shall learn today. Most 
of these names we have never heard. 
But, as you look at this second column, 
you will see that each time Daniel’s 
name was mentioned, people thought 
of God. For, you see, his name means 
“God is my Judge.” So it is with 
each name. (Go down the list, please, 
Teacher.) 

Because God’s people did not love 
and honor Him as they should have 
done, God allowed them to be punished 
(Dan. 1:1, 2). He caused a wicked na- 
tion to defeat His own people in war. 
Worse than that, God permitted His 
people to be carried away to a foreign 
land (Babylon) as captives. Then the 
foreign king commanded one of his serv- 
ants: “Bring some of these captive 
young men to me. I want good-looking 
young men, wise young men, those who 
understand science, young men who are 
niee enough to be in the king’s palace, 
young men that we can teach our way 
of life and our language.” That was a 
big order, wasn’t it? 

We do not know exactly how many 
young men were brought to the king. 
But we do know about the four whose 
names are on the board. The first thing 
that happened was that their names 
were changed. I rather suppose that 
the king’s men felt uneasy each time 
they had to mention the names of these 
young men. They did not love the true 
and living God of Heaven. So they 
would not like to mention His name 
each time they called the names of these 
four young men. So they called them 
by names that reminded them of false, 
make-believe gods. (Go over these in 
column three.) 

Imagine the surprise of these four 
young men when they learned that 
they were to eat the same kind of food 
that the king ate. That would be the 
very best in‘all the land. You and I 
would probably love that!. But not so 
with Daniel. He determined that he 
would not eat or drink a thing that was 
the king’s. Why? Because_jt may have 
first been offered to idols—the false, 
make-believe gods whom the Babylo- 
nians worshiped, or perhaps it was some 
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Lesson for August 31 


form of pork, which Jews were for- 
bidden to eat. For Daniel, a child of the 
true and living God, to eat that would 
be sinful. So he and his three friends 
asked the man who was in charge of 
them to give them vegetables and water 
only—no meat or wine that had been 
offered to idols. 

At first the man in charge of them re- 
fused. If they were not well taken care 
of, he himself would be punished. Fin- 
ally, however, Daniel was able to per- 
suade him. So for a ten-day test the 
four ate vegetables and drank water. 
And—would you believe it?—at the end 
of ten days, they were healthier and 
stronger and better looking than all the 
rest. Why? Because they had honored 
God. So God honored them! And to- 
day God still honors those who put Him 
first in everything, blessing them, even 
as He blessed the three Hebrew children, 
with “knowledge and skill in all learn- 
ing and wisdom” (v. 17). 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 603) 

1. Romans 14:14. 

2. Blurred vision, irresponsibility, loss 
of control, and bodily injury. 

3. Physical well-being and wisdom 
(Dan. 1:15, 17, 20). 

4. It did not share, but it must have 
respected his convictions (Dan. 1:19). 

5. Effects on one’s own person; and 
concern for one’s neighbor. 

6. Temperance keeps one from caus- 
ing his brother to stumble; it is thus 
dealing fairly and justly with him. 

7. The immature believer who is ex- 
cessively scrupulous, as well as he who 
is easily misled. 

8. To lead another to regard a prac- 
tice his conscience disapproves as per- 
haps harmless; and thus to persuade 
him to imitate an example which may 
spell his moral ruin. 

9. Brotherly love (cf. Rom. 13:8). 


10. The swift passage of time and the 
imminent return of Christ (cf. Rom. 
13:11, 12). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Alcoholic Decline of a Nation 


(Continued from page 601) 


consequences of which are redoubtable. 

The alcoholic in fact, even if he does 
not reach dementia, always has a per- 
sonality more or less profoundly altered. 
A progressive mental decline establishes 
itself in him. This makes him violent, 
aggressive, without pity for others, a 
domestic and social plague. 

It is especially in the more serious 
crimes that alcohol’s criminological role 
is influential—in sexual crimes, 70 per 
cent; in murders much the same propor- 
tion. 

3. Effect on home and children. If 
one could penetrate into all the families 





- 
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where the father is an alcoholic, or 
where at times the wife also drinks, one 
would discover an abyss of misery. The 
alcoholic parent becomes a tyrant, at 
times an executioner. The life of the 
children is truly infernal. They are 
deprived of care, at times of food, bru- 
tally abused on the slightest pretext. 
Parental alcoholism makes a martyr- 
dom of what should be a cherished in- 
fancy. 

4. As to alcohol heredity, it is certain 
that the children of alcoholics show a 
remarkable frequency of physical de- 
fects as well as mental and moral. 
Specialists in child treatment are un- 
animous in this matter. (Then follow 
important tables in proof of alcohol in- 
heritance.) 

The alcoholism of the mother during 
pregnancy and nursing can have a di- 
rectly harmful action on fetus and in- 
fant. 

Want of care, insufficiency of food so 
frequent in alcoholic families, and at 
times alcoholic drink given to children, 
explain troubles of development, rickets, 
puny bodies, so often seen among such 
children. 

One understands then why delin- 
quency is more particularly developed 
in alcoholic families. 

As to alcohol advertising, 
says: 

a. “There should be an end of all pub- 
licity advertising alcoholic drink. Ly- 
ing propaganda should be suppressed.” 

(He gives examples of the Yatter on 
the part of public authorities. Thus in 
1952 school blotters were distributed in 
the schools explaining that a liter of 
wine equalled in food value 850 grams 
of milk, 370 grams of bread, 585 grams 
of meat, or five eggs. Scales were pic- 
tured representing a liter of wine out- 
weighing these combined foods. Particu- 
larly odious is this propaganda among 
children. A brochure attributed the 
victory of Verdun to wine-drinking. 
“For virile action, virile products are 
needed. In 1915 there were 320,381 
drinkshops in France. We won the war. 
In 1939 there were only 250,000. We 
lost. Heroism is a fruit of alcohol.”) 

b. There should be an antialcohol 
week instituted in all France when cin- 
ema screens, posters on walls, buses and 
subways should carry denunciation of 
the dangers of alcoholization as the 
leading theme. 

ce. Antialecohol education should be 
given in all schools beginning with little 
children and extending to high schools 
and colleges. Examinations in the 
lower schools should include questions 
on alcohol. Similar education should 
be given in barracks during military 
service. 

d. Only the public authorities can 
take the necessary steps in directing 


Dr. May 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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the war on this frightful plague. Only 
the government can organize a plan 
and make it succeed. This ought to be 
entrusted to a special, permanent body 
attached to the Council of the French 
President. 





In its session of January 14, 1954, the 
Economic Council of the French Gov- 
ernment passed resolutions favoring the 
above plans outlined by Dr. May and 
much more of a radical nature. As to 
the two subjects we have touched upon 
it stated: , 

“Alcoholism plays a determining role 
in general criminality and in juvenile 
delinquency. 

“Publicity in favor of alcoholic drink 
should be prohibited in all French ter- 
ritories.” 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary Presjdent of the New York Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union 
Temperance and social justice were 
evident in Daniel’s day and are as 
necessary today as then. Daniel was 
reared in a faithful household by self- 
denying and virtuous people. He was 
always strong to do right, even before 
he was captured by the Babylonians. 
He knew how to use God’s good gifts 
and he turned them to worthy account. 
Even though he and his friends were 
captives in a strange land, they would 
keep themselves pure and true. 


Mr. J. C. Penney, whose life was given 
to godliness even when building up a 
chain of stores, said: “Early in life, I de- 
cided not to touch liquor, even in mod- 
eration, and I have adhered to this all 
my life. During times of stress I might 
have been tempted to drink had I re- 
lied on human strength alone.” The 
power to “do without” is, in itself, one 
of God’s greatest gifts. Daniel knew 
this. 

Alcohol usually causes a lack of re- 
sponsibility. Dr. Andrew Ivy of the 
University of Chicago wrote: “History 
shows that nineteen of twenty-one civi- 
lizations crumbled when the people lost 
their sense of responsibility. One of the 
motives of our. nation’s seven million 
heavy drinkers—addictive or chronic— 
is the drowning of responsibilities. I do 
know where history shows it will end— 
with the destruction of our democracy.” 


The Drinks Are on You!—Don’t kid 
yourself that, if you do not drink, you 
are not picking up a good part of the 
bill for those who do. The liquor in- 
dustry has its hand in your pocket. In 
a dozen unseen ways, part of your pay 
check is going to pay for the smashed 
lives alcohol leaves in its vicious wake. 
State by state investigations have shown 
that up to fifty-one per cent of the 
drivers involved in fatal auto accidents 
were under the influence of liquor while 
at the wheel. The United States is suf- 
fering 41,000 auto fatalities annually. If 
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liquor were not present, who knows 
how far this figure would drop? 


Your money goes for the mixing of 
alcohol and gas, in America. We are 
spending eight times as much for liquor 
as we do for personal medical care. We 
are spending $50,000,000 more for liquor 
than for milk and dairy products.: And 
over a billion more for liquor than for 
all the gas and oil we burn in our cars 
and trucks. -In San Francisco, homeless 
single men, most of them alcoholics, are 
collecting $700,000 in relief payments 
alone. Here go our tax dollars! The 
liquor advertisements would have you 
believe that the key to gracious living is 
in the uplifted glass; that anyone can 
handle his liquor; that liquor taxes are 
a boon to the nation. There is one per- 
son picking up the bill for crime, acci- 
dents, and smashed lives that liquor 
brings and that is our government—you 
and me. 


Matches and Liquor—Both Burn!— 
Teen-agers, who play socially with liq- 
uor, are in greater danger than children 
who play with matches. 


Defeated? Can it be possible that 
America, which is noted for its ingenu- 
ity, incentive, progress, and enlighten- 
ment, and which has never lost a war, 
will readily admit its inability to meet 
and conquer alcohol, this liquid enemy 
of reason, judgment, and morals? 


“No Christian home ever starts serving 
liquor on its dining table without aban- 
doning some conviction.”—Dr. Roy L. 
Smith. 


Safe’ Paths for Children.—Parent 
groups in six churches in Manhasset, 
Long Island, N. Y., adopted a self- 
imposed code in which was the follow- 
ing statement: “In our homes, we do 
not have the right to serve or permit to 
be served beer or alcoholic liquors of 
any kind to anyone else’s children. We 
will discourage our children from going 
to a home where alcoholic beverages 
are served.” 


The Travelers Insurance Company of 
Hartford made intensive studies of the 
effects of drinking on auto drivers, and 
they state: “The staggering drunk, bad 
as he is, is not the big problem. The 
danger is with the person whose two or 
three drinks make him feel and look 
harmless. They don’t reel when they 
walk, but they kill when they drive.” 


The Police Chief of Bandung, Indo- 
nesia, expresses surprise at the number 
of people who get intoxicated in the 
United States. Lieut.-Col. Soelaeman 
Djajoesman said that there has never 
been an arrest for drunken driving in 
Indonesia because people “don’t drink 
enotgh alcoholic beverage, to get 
drunk.” 


From Genesis to Revelation the Bible 
condemns strong drink. It is deceiving, 
“Wine is a mocker” (Prov. 20:1). 

It is the cause of strife, woe, and sor- 
row. “Who hath woe? who hath sor- 
row?” (Prov. 23:29, 30.) 

It is debasing. “They . . . have erred 
through wine” (Isa. 28:7). 
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It leads to poverty. “The drunkard 
. shall come to poverty” (Prov. 23: 

21). 

God rewards sobriety. “Daniel pur- 
posed in his heart” (Dan. 1:8). 

Be not a giver of alcohol. “Woe unto 
him that giveth his neighbour drink” 
(Hab. 2:15). 


If we believe in social justice let us 
not merely revile the saloonkeeper, the 
editor of the paper who accepts the liq- 
uor advertising, the persuasive friend 
who insists that a sip will do no harm, 
but rather let us be Daniels who hold to 
a conviction. 


Khrushchev on Drunkenness.—The 
newspaper, Soviet Culture, reported 
Khrushchev’s speech in which he, a no- 
torious drinker, declared war on drunk- 
enness, especially the drinking of vodka. 
He blamed the movies for contributing 
to this condition. Two reporters listed 
half a dozen recent Soviet movie hits 
in which drinking played a prominent 
role. Even the classics, they charged, 
contained vodka drinking scenes that 
were not even mentioned in the origi- 
nals. 


The Los Angeles Coliseum Without 
Beer.—The contract between the Los 
Angeles Dodgers and the Los Angeles 
Coliseum contains this clause: “It is ex- 
pressly understood that no alcoholic 
beverages of any kind shall be brought 
into, served, or consumed in the Coli- 
seum, the athletic rooms, the press box, 
or the offices.” This includes beer, for 
beer contains alcohol. How refreshing 
it will be to sit on the bleachers and not 
see bottled and canned beer constantly 
placed before you by vendors. 


Thomas Jefferson said: “Nothing has 
corrupted the legislation.of our country 
more than the use of intoxicating drink. 
If beginning the presidential career 
again, I would make it one of the condi- 
tions on which I would nominate any- 
one to office that, at least as long as a 
man continued in office, he would ab- 
stain from intoxicating liquors wholly.” 
If that were a requirement now, the 
fear held by officeholders relative to the 
power of Russia would disappear in a 
day. Clear brains would think then of 
our strength rather than of our fears. 


New York City proved anew that one 
drink too many can lead to death on the 
highway. Police reported that fifty- 
five percent of all drivers killed in auto 
accidents in the city last year were un- 
der the influence of liquor. Besides 
causing their own deaths, thirty-eight 
drinking drivers killed two pedestrians 
and five passengers. They injured 
twenty-nine people—U.S. News and 
World Report. 


On the occasion of Ceylon’s 10th anni- 
versary of independence, Ambassador 
Gunewardene was host to a gay recep- 
tion and buffet at the Washington Em- 
bassy. He proposed the following toast, 
“Ceylon--the oldest parliamentary de- 
mocracy in Asia, the only country in 
the world that got its independence 
without a shot being fired.” The toast 
was drunk in fruit juice, and the whole 
party was “dry” because the new gov- 
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ernment banned alcoholic beverages a 
year ago last December. 


MISS AMERICA FOR 1955 was Lee 
Meriwether, rising young television star 
who assisted Dave Garroway. She has 
turned down all requests for her serv- 
ices by liquor and tobacco advertisers. 
One beer company told her that. she 
would not even have to hold a beer 
glass in her hand if she did not want to 
do so. Though the financial offer was a 
large one she replied, “I have a respon- 
Sibility to children and young people.” 
When urged to have a drink, she always 
asks for orange juice. 


Liquor in the Air.—Bills to stop the 
serving of liquors on United States air- 
lines are before Congressional commit- 
tees. Despite the addition of riders that 
brought severe criticism from airport 
operators, it seems evident that some 
one of the bills may become law. A 
letter to your’ Senator and your Con- 
gressman asking for such legislation will 
protect air travelers from many un- 
Pleasant experiences. On a plane 


headed for La Guardia Airport, one of 
the passengers, after being served one 
cocktail by the hostess, produced his 
own bottle and shared with three other 
Passengers so that the cabin became 
Most unpleasant to other travelers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Reprint of “The Greatest 
of These” 


ANY favorable comments have 
been received on the editorial on 
First Corinthians 13 (Jan. 25, 1958), by 
the Rev. Douglas M. White, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Bassett, Va. 
So many requests have come for copies 
of it that he is having it reprinted in 
pamphlet form. 
Copies may be had from Mr. White 
at the above address for five cents each 
or $3.50 per hundred. 
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Children at Home 


How Linda Found Her Ball 
By M. Ruth Kotke 
Founded on fact 


HE lovely new ball Linda had re- 

ceived for her birthday was lost! 
Linda and some of her little friends had 
been playing with it out in the back 
yard. Alice had thrown the ball toward 
her and she had failed to catch it. The 
ball had gone sailing over her head in 
the direction of a vacant lot. They had 
hunted for it until it had grown too 
dark to see. It seemed they had looked 
everywhere it could be, yet they had 
not found it. 

Linda could hardly keep from crying. 
She had just received the ball, and it 
was something she had been wanting 
for such a long time. She did not feel 
like eating any supper. She just could 
not keep from thinking about her ball. 

Her mother finally got her to eat a lit- 
tle and then Linda soon went to her 
room. She believed in asking God to 
help her when she had any troubles. 
She had never asked Him to help her 
when she’ had lost anything, but she 
wondered if He would help her to find 
her lost ball if she asked Him. Just 
thinking about it made her feel better. 

She got on her knees beside her bed 
and said her usual prayer. Then she 
asked God to help her find her ball. 
She really felt much better when she 
got into bed. 

Early the next morning she went out 
to look agdin for, the ball. She searched 
in the vacant lot where they had looked 
before.and then she came back again 
into her own yard to start all over 
again. 

While she was looking near a sandy 
spot, she noticed a very large ant. It 
was much larger than any she had ever 
noticed before. It was carrying a load 
almost as large as itself. 

She became interested in the ant 
for a moment and began to watch it. 
She wondered where it would go and 
what it would do. It was easy enough 
to watch for it was so large. It never 
stopped' very long. It only seemed to 
stop when the load it carried caught on 
something. 

The ant kept going in the same direc- 
tion and Linda kept close to it. She 
really wished she could help it for the 
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load it carried seemed very heavy. 

Finally the ant was out of her yard 
and into the vacant lot. It kept on in 
the same direction, with Linda follow- 
ing and watching closely. 

Finally the ant came to some loose 
leaves. It crawled under some of them 
and Linda lost sight of it. She pushed 
away some of the loose leaves, and 
there, in a small hollow,.she found her 
ball! It had rolled into the hollow un- 
der the leaves so it could not be seen 
until the leaves were moved. 

Oh, how happy Linda was! She 
hurried into the house to tell her 
mother. Then she went out with some 
sugar, thinking she would give it to the 
ant for helping her to find her ball. She 
did not find the ant but, hoping the ant 
would find it, she left the sugar nearby. 

Linda felt sure that God had an- 
swered her’prayer by sending the ant so 
she could follow it to find her ball. She 
was sure that God had helped her again, 
though ih a different way than He had 
ever helped her before. 

St. Pau, Minn. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 31 


Learning Never Ends 
(Prov. 2:1-7; 3:13-23; 1 Cor. 3:18, 19) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


ITHIN a few days or weeks, many 

of your young people’s group will 
be returning to school or college. For 
some; however, formal education will 
be over. In whichever group you find 
yourself, it is important that you should 
see that learning should really never 
come to an end. No true doctor, or 
scientist, or lawyer, or minister, or en- 
gineer will ever reach the place where 
he will be willing to say that his stud- 
ies are over. Each, in his own field, 
will constantly endeavor to keep his 
mind open for new truths and new ideas 
and new methods that will increase his 
knowledge and skill. Good education 
is far more than the mere storing up of 
facts or figures. It is the training of the 
mind to think and study for oneself, 
and to know where to turn for infor- 
mation needed. In this sense education 
never ends. 

we 


Whether you are returning to school 
to continue your education this fall or 
launching out in some field of service 
or employment, it is vitally important 
that you realize that no matter how 
thorough or how incomplete has been 
your formal education, as a Christian 
its real value to you will depend upon 
your own personal relationship to God 
and to the place you give Him in your 
life. Countless examples can be given 
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of lives that have been exposed to the 
best that school and college can offer, 
and yet have been miserably ship- 
wrecked. A brilliant mind cannot en- 
sure happiness, and the ability to solve 
the most intricate problems in calculus 
or nuclear physics sometimes stands 
nonplussed before the simplest prob- 
lems of everyday living. Only under 
God’s directing hand can knowledge and 
learning find their rightful function in 
life and contribute their best to the in- 
dividual’s progress and advancement. 
It will be profitable, therefore, as mile- 
stones are passed in education, to face 
up squarely and honestly to the chal- 
lenge, “Well, I have given a good ac- 
count of myself during the past semester 
or year at school. Have I progressed 
equally far in my knowledge of God and 
of His Word?” If your answer is nega- 
tive, then it is high time to do something 
about it. 
se 


Notice that in Proverbs 1:7 we are 
told, “The fear [reverent trust] of the 
Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” It 
is the beginning, not the end. Is it not 
sensible, then, to begin at the beginning? 
The writer well remembers that while 
in school, due either to a teacher short- 
age or to a money shortage, the subject 
of solid geometry was carried by an in- 
structor who apparently was only one 
lesson or two ahead of his class. He was 
being coached by the head of the math- 
ematics department and _ frequently, 
when questions were asked by pupils 
who did not understand certain princi- 
ples, he was unable to give satisfactory 
answers. As a result of that poor begin- 
ning, solid geometry was a difficult sub- 
ject. In the Christian life, when we be- 
gin with God in obtaining knowledge, 
we take no such chance. In Christ are all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
(Col. 2:3), and sincere followers of 
Christ are privileged to share in that 
knowledge (Prov. 2:6; 1 Cor. 1:5; 2 Cor. 
8:7; Eph. 1:17). 

ye 

But we must,do more than merely 
wish for the knowledge God imparts. In 
the words of the first Scripture portion 
assigned for this week’s topic, we must 
(1) receive God’s words—believe (v. 1); 
(2) hide His commandments—treasure 
them and memorize them (v. 1); (3) lis- 
ten .to His instruction—‘“incline thine 
ear” (v. 2); (4) apply our hearts (v. 2); 
some of us know what it is to “bone” for 
an “exam”; (5) seek (v. 4); (6) search (v. 
4). If we will do this, we have the sure 
promise that we shall understand, and 
shall find the knowledge of God (v. 5). 
How much. time do you spend reading 
and studying God’s Word? .The ready 
excuse is, “I do not have time with my 
busy school curriculum”; or “My work 
keeps me so busy that I do not have 
time.” Beware! If your school or home 
schedule is so full that you really do not 
have time to read God’s Word, to study 
it, and to pray, then it is time to change 
your schedule, for the knowledge or ad- 
vancement that you gain at the cost of a 
deeper knowledge of God will some day 
prove to be but hay, wood, and stubble, 
and will not stand the testing fires of 
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temptation, sorrow, or disaster. Knowl- 
edge is a marvelous thing but apart 
from God it becomes foolishness (1 Cor. 
3:18, 19). 
we 

Let us heed, then, the wise man’s ad- 
monition to get wisdom but “with all 
thy getting get understanding” (Prov. 
4:7)—the understanding that God alone 
can give and which will enable us to use 
cur knowledge in a way that will bring 
real joy and lasting blessing. It is an 
understanding, however, that we must 
want, and to which we must open our 
hearts, and which we must obey if we 
are to profit by it. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible -Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 25 to 31 


Mon.,-Aug. 25.—Prov. 23:29-35. 
Warning Against Intemperance. 
PRAYER SuGcestTions: “At the last it 
biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like 
an adder.” God is against the use of 
strong drink. Every Christian should 
work for temperance by example and 
witness. The Bible lets us see what 
a mighty influence one temperance 
worker exerted as an example for all 
parents (see Jer. 35). The first place to 
whip the liquor business is in the home. 
This is your first line of defense against 
the inroads of the Devil’s liquor brigade. 
Counter the TV and other liquor ads 
with a Bible text. Pray for more dili- 
gence in opposing the work of those 
who would ruin society. 
Tues., Aug. 26.—Dan. 1:8-20. 
A Youth’s Resolve. 
PraYER SuGGesTIonNs: “Daniel pur- 
posed in his heart that he would not de- 
file himself with the portion of the 


king’s meat, nor with the wine which he. 


drank.” He did not form a society but 
he did start a temperance movement. 
Young men are strong. Their strength 
of purpose must be turned Godward. 
The hope of the Church and of the 
world lies with youth. Bend every pas- 
sible effort to guide, guard, and help 
young people (see Acts 2:17, 18). Pray 
for all publishers of Sunday school liter- 
ature and all workers working for the 
salvation of young people. 


Wed., Aug. 27.—Hab. 2:9-14. 
Warning Against Evil Gain. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe to him that 
buildeth a town with blood, and stab- 
lisheth a city by iniquity!” The liquor 
industry rests upon the blood and bones 
of its victims. Heart trouble and cancer 
have slain their thousands, but liquor 
its millions. It must be a terrible ex- 
perience for a liquor dealer to meet his 
victims in perdition. The Devil has a 


thousand ways of ruining bodies and 
souls, but this invention is one of his 
worst devices for men’s destruction. All 
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who favor liquor sin greatly against 
God. Pray against the liquor business, 
and for the salvation of those enslaved 
by it. 


Thurs., Aug. 28.—Hab. 2:15-20. 
Cause None To Stumble, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe unto him 
that giveth his neighbour drink, that 
puttest thy bottle to him, and makest 
him drunken also.” Liquor drinkers are 
dangerous persons. They enlist candi- 
dates for the ranks of the drunks now 
falling into perdition. No one will ever 
take the second drink who has never 
taken his first drink of liquor. Where 
are the champions for temperance like 
John G. Wooley? What about your 
echoing God’s denunciations against 
liquor? Pray for the needed awakening 

to righteousness (1 Cor. 15:34). 


Fri., Aug. 29.—Rom. 14:5-12. 
Personal Responsibility. 
PraYeR Succestions: “Every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God.” 
That accounting before God will call for 
particulars of life and practice. “Every 
idle word that men shall speak, they 
shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment” (Matt. 12:36). Even min- 
isters must answer to God regarding the 
behavior of their people (Heb. 13:17). 
Take your responsibility to God seri- 
ously. Live every day as if you would 
die, and as if already obeying God's 
summons to render your account. Pray 
for the careless Christians about you, 
who forget their accountability to God 
for the life they now live in the flesh. 


Sat., Aug. 30.—Rom. 14:13-23. 
Responsibility for Others. 
PraYER SuacestTions: “Let us _ not 
therefore judge one another any more: 
but judge this rather, that no man put a 
stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in 
his brother’s way.” When men are crit- 
icized by prejudiced persons, be no par- 
taker with them in their prejudicial 
judgments. The tongue is untamable. 
It can be as fire and sword. Remember 
it is a wicked and dangerous thing to 
mar another’s reputation. “Speak evil 
of no man” (Titus 3:2). Be no back- 
biter (Psa. 15:3). Pray against the 
wicked strife of tongues whenever you 
discover it. 


Sun., Aug. 31.—Isa. 5:11-23. 
Woes on the Wicked. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe unto them 
that call evil good, and good evil; that 
put darkness for light, and light for 
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and 
sweet for bitter!” God classifies sinners 
and pronounces woes upon each group 
appropriate to their sins. Our gentle 
Saviour pronounces woes upon certain 
sinners, and unless we take sides with 
Him in His denunciations, as we do in 
His other declarations, we are no real 
friends of His. “Whosoever therefore 
shall be ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful gen- 
eration; of him also shall the Son of 
man be ashamed, when He cometh in 
the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels” (Mark 8:38). Pray for courage 
to stand up for your Lord’s testimony. 
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